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roundness and smoothness of all the members and limbs of the
body that henceforward characterize all human figures carved and
painted by the Indian artists. In Indian astrology roundness and
smoothness are recognized as auspicious marks, and in art as marks
of beauty, and as such are included among the thirty-two marks of
the superman according to the Buddhist canon. (Chanda, Medieval
Sculptures in the British Museum, London, 1936, pp. 13-16.)

(iii) MAYURBHANJ : KHICHING TEMPLES

Mayurbhanj is one of the Indian States in the hill tracts to the
west of Orissa. In view of the rugged nature of the country and the
backward state of an overwhelming majority of the population
belonging to the aboriginal stock, the State may be said to be rich
in antiquarian remains. The most important of the remains are
found around a small village called Khiching at the south-west of
the State, near the boundaries of the British district of Singhbhum
and the Indian State of Keonjhar. Khiching was \isited by J. D.
Beglar of the Archaeological Survey in 1875. I*1 ^s account of
Khiching (Kichang) in the Report (Vol. XIII) he rightly pointed out
that the great group of temples near the village is of the * greatest
interest and antiquity/ In 1923-24 the present writer cleared the
site of jungle and excavated the mounds.

The main object of worship in this village is an image of
Chamunda or Kali, called Kinchakesvari. In deeds of gift granted
to the officers of the temple by the Maharajas of Mayurbhanj in the
eighteenth century the goddess is called Khijjingesvari. She is the
patron-goddess of the ruling house of Mayurbhanj. Khiching or
Khijjing was the capital of Mayurbhanj till one of the ancestors of
the present ruler of Mayurbhanj occupied the district beyond the
hills to the east and transferred his residence to Hariharpur, from
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